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Dear Sheffield City Council (Strategic Planning),

Re: Sheffield Plan our city, our future.

You are asking for feedback and thoughts with regard to draft local plan (the ‘Sheffield Plan’), I visited the public consultation
display that took place 21 January 2023 Public drop-in event:

Moor Market, City Centre 10am - 4pm, Moor Market, 77 The Moor, Sheffield City Centre, Sheffield S1 4PF

I will comment on the display and my overall experience at this event later in my letter.

As far as the report is concerned I downloaded the report and have read through and made comments throughout as you can see in
the attached document. The comments are in my hand writing- I hope you are able to read it.

In general the draft report has many positive traits/features, however, I have summarised some additional thoughts, comments and
feedback below.

I have highlighted issues/areas that are not included in the draft report but are sufficiently important to warrant inclusion (in my
opinion).

My comments and feedback mainly concentrate on section ‘2 Vision, Aims, and Objectives’ - I hope you find my feedback helpful.

Having read through the report I thought the vision statement for Sheffield city needed re-wording. I thought the original vision
statement needed to capture the central theme ‘a sustainable city’ with more emphasis or higher priority. I have changed the wording
of the Vision from:

“Our vision is that, by 2039, Sheffield will be an economically stronger, fairer, more inclusive and sustainable city. It will be
playing a nationally significant economic role at the heart of the its region, with thriving neighbourhoods and communities, and have
a distinct urban and rural identity.”

Changed to:

“Our vision is that, by 2039, Sheffield will be a sustainable ‘Outdoor City’, that will be economically buoyant, fair, and inclusive.
Sheffield City will become known as a catalyst for a diverse economic growth at the heart of and throughout its region both
nationally/internationally. Sheffield will support thriving neighbourhoods and communities that will have distinct urban and rural
identity.”

The section 3 Growth Plan and Spatial Strategy is clear and well written. As is the rest of the draft report.

Issues not included:
Meadowhall And Sheffield
Sheffield city centre’s relationship to Meadowhall. My question is should the draft report include a section to what Sheffield City
Centre’s relationship is with Meadowhall. Meadowhall has had a dramatic impact on the centre of Sheffield particularly the retail
aspect and this will continue and as must be acknowledged and referenced within the draft report. Surely any future plan for
Sheffield needs to address and understand how Meadowhall and Sheffield city centre can coexist? And offer differing experiences?
These are some of my thoughts:

Encouraging, developing and presenting an enjoyable retail day out (in the centre of Sheffield).
To develop features that retail experience within Sheffield City centre can positively contrasts with the retail experience at
Meadowhall.
To develop features that improve and support visitors.
To develop a better, improved transport structure to Sheffield City centre.
Areas for free parking (to compete with Meadowhall).
Improved transport network to Sheffield City centre: currently the super tram only supports half of Sheffield (south of Sheffield is
not supported).



The recently created Moor Market is not well supported by transport (from the main train station, or from all areas by the super tram
- these are long walks). The report states “a shift away from private car journeys towards more sustainable ways of travelling….”
This is a crude statement that is not inclusive (not all people can walk great distances and need to use their private vehicle) also in
future, as more people buy electric vehicles they will be more environmentally (in terms of clean air) - these need to be supported
particularly for business development within the city centre. (and visitors to compete with Meadowhall) Electric charging points
supported by electricity generated from solar power (supporting Sheffield as an Outdoor City). These details are important and
contribute to the ‘Outdoor’ city.

City Centre Parking
Parking is covered in the report but it only refers to parking from the perspective of future commercial developments from the aspect
of potential employers. Parking is not covered in terms of a retailer/visitor. One can not ignore the fact that the use of vehicles is not
likely to significantly reduce (more people will buy electric vehicles) so the report should include a section for this issue, to support
the city centre retail- note parking at Meadowhall is free and well provided and not, as far as I am aware be subject to the clean air
charge - parking in the centre of Sheffield is extremely expensive. The notion that the ‘Outdoor City’ Sheffield supports parking and
charging of electric cars where the energy generated is from sustainable sources (solar power & wind power, etc.) where these
sources are prominent in order to raise awareness and generate a ‘feel good’ factor. Could new business proposals for Sheffield be
encouraged to support electric charging points?

Maintenance:
The report doesn’t mention a strategy for maintenance of buildings, (important for historically important buildings and structures),
transport infrastructures: roads, the reputation as the ‘Outdoor City’ public parks and social/community important buildings within
‘Outdoor’ areas, to maintain the green character of the city. I can appreciate that many planning applications will be private,
independent/commercial proposals - maintenance in this context is for features and existing buildings developed and owned by
Sheffield City Council. It’s one thing to develop and grow but as Sheffield grows so does the cost for maintenance. Should this
aspect not be included? The proposal needs a policy in place for maintenance, indeed private or commercial business proposals will
not thrive is the local environment is not of a high well maintained standard.

Public libraries -
From “The Vision- Our City in 2039”

2.3 It will be known as a city that increases the skills of its people and the productivity of its businesses, enabling everyone to reach
their full potential, regardless of their background or where they live. P. 11 Vision, Aims, and Objectives

The report doesn’t appear to include the library service throughout the city and regions. The report states first objective for a strong
economy is as follows:

To enable more and, particularly, better quality jobs to be created in the city’s economy in order to raise average incomes and build
a future based on Sheffield’s competitive advantages (in the areas of advanced manufacturing; education, learning and knowledge;
creative and digital industries; advanced technology; research and innovation; health, wellbeing and medical technology and
services; sports science and outdoor leisure). P. 12 Objectives for a strong economy

Libraries have a huge resource available.
Libraries have an employee structure.
Libraries are based in some of the most iconic historic buildings across the city along with a rich resource and staff structure that
should compliment and support the vision of Sheffield. What will the library of the future be? How could this resource/structure
develop to support (from the The Vision - Our City in 2039): the use and function of libraries need to reviewed to the vision of this
draft report. Such a review should include the function of a modern library not just from the perspective of public users but from the
development and relationship to commercial business development.

21 January 2023 Public drop-in event -
(Moor Market, City Centre 10am - 4pm, Moor Market, 77 The Moor, Sheffield City Centre, Sheffield S1 4PF)

Public Consultation on the draft local plan (the ‘Sheffield Plan’). In order to collect information and feedback a number of events
have been arranged for the public to attend to gain knowledge and understanding. The event I attended was appalling and failed on a
number of levels for the following reasons:

Poor Quality of Presentation
The overall poor quality of the display presenting the ‘Sheffield Plan’ was at such a low level as to be all but useless. The outline
map that was stuck up was so badly creased, and not flat enough to easily read. No care was taken to organise the key points or
principles and structure of the plan to ease viewers understanding. With little or no introduction to the Sheffield Plan provided the
map was effectively meaningless (other than the paper leaflets). Or indeed gain an understanding of where feedback would be most
helpful/useful.

This was a missed opportunity - this display could have been more visually organised and enabled a complex document/plan to be
much more understandable and visually interesting as to encourage people to engage.

In addition the ‘key of symbols and colours’ used within the map, was positioned at ankle level - so was useless for viewers to read




















































































































































